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THE ARTS

The Larson Gallery Guild extends 
our appreciation to the entire 
community this past year as we 
continue to Cultivate a Love of Art. 

Our deepest gratitude to all who 
continued to keep the visual arts 
alive through our exhibits at Larson 
Gallery, The Seasons, and Hotel 
Maison. Besides these venues, as 
part of the Arts Commission and 
its work, everyone helps to extend 
our mission to provide a visual arts 
experience for the community. 

Cultivating a Love of Art

We also partner with visual and 
performance arts organizations such 
as the Capitol Theatre, Tieton Arts 
& Humanities, Yakima Symphony 
Orchestra, Yakima Valley Museum, 
Yakima Town Hall, Yakima Maker 
Space, and The Seasons.

It is the mission of the Larson Gallery to 
foster curiosity and appreciation for the 
visual arts in our diverse community.

David Lynx, Director
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PARTNERSHIP

The partnership between Yakima Valley College and the 
Larson Gallery Guild creates an environment where ideas 
flourish.

The Larson Gallery Guild supports the mission of the Larson 
Gallery to foster curiosity and appreciation for the visual arts 
in our diverse community.

Your financial donations fund Larson Gallery Guild 
programming which includes exhibits, staffing, publications 
and materials, special events, lectures, workshops, visiting 
artists, and jurors.

Yakima Valley College supports the Larson Gallery through the 
maintenance of the building, providing the director’s salary 
and benefits, technology, security, and work-study students.
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FRESH AIR

The second Fresh Air Art Celebration was held as a 
partnership between Larson Gallery and the Yakima 
Greenway on May 14, 2022. It was a beautiful day and 
visitors enjoyed watching artists in action, listening to 
music, children’s activities, while enjoying treats from the 
food vendors.

The lineup of artists included Chaundra Ambrose, Cydney 
Bacon, John Barany, Donna Baze, Lori Blanchard, Kate 
Bowditch, Stevan Chase, Jane Cooper, Antonio Cortez, 
Amber Creamer, Meldra Driscoll, H.R. Emi, Alecia Fish, 
Michelle Fortier, Alice Gardner, Calista Graaff, Ana Li 
Gresham, Susan Hahn, Susan Harris, Hilde Hibdon, Cecilia 
Marie Hudon, Kathryn Kaye, Linda Kirkpatrick, Chelsea Lind, 
Kascha Love, Gail Wood, Francisco Maltos, Tera Martin, 
Wendy McAleer, Brenda McPherson, Larry Miller, Elizabeth 
Montes de Oca, Elena Nelson, Hannah Newell, Megan Nuqul, 
Amanda Ontiveros, Jane Parsons, Eugenia Petty, Carrie 
Purdy, Duane Reed, Serena Smith, Debby Stanard, Mariane 
Sugihara, Debbie Sundlee, Rodney Travis, Victoria Urrutia, 
Lucy Valderhaug, Jackie Williams, Yakima Valley Bonsai 
Society, Christin Garcia, Suzanne Matthews, Monica Miner, 
Laura Siebol, Jose Zuniga, and Shanna McPherson.
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SATELLITES

Our continued partnerships with The Seasons Performance 
Hall Gallery Bistro and the beautiful Hotel Maison have 
enabled us to showcase even more artists from the Yakima 
Valley.

Guests for Larson Art Gallery events at The Seasons 
Performance Hall were entertained by live music 
performances–a treat for both the eyes and ears, all in 
one location. This past year, guests enjoyed treats from the 
Seasons Gallery Bistro, and mingled with talented local artists 
including Deborah Ann, France Morrow, Michael Bell, and 
Sharon Azhderian Cox.

Visitors to the Hotel Maison don’t have to go far to get a 
sense of the local art scene. Rows of orchards and watercolor 
landscapes of Yakima’s shrub-steppe by the likes of local 
legendary artists Bill Brennen, W.D. Frank, and Albert Van 
Troba grace the walls of the main lobby. And the best part? 
The art is all available for purchase.
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Deborah Ann

Sharon Azhderian CoxHotel Maison

France Morrow

Michael Bell

Deborah Ann
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ACTIVITIES

In 2022, we hosted several notable events. We welcomed back 
our annual Larson Gallery Guild membership event. This year 
it was held at Selah Springs Brewing Co. with food catered by 
Nana Kate. 

Several of our events involve our new neighbors--Yakima 
Valley Vintners, who have been a partner for events like Art 
After Hours at the Larson Gallery. Guests were able to enjoy 
delicious wines created by Yakima Valley College students. 
The Vintners tasting room is also open on Fridays and 
Saturdays of each month, between 12-5:00 and on the last 
Friday of the month offers extended hours until 7 pm. Wine, art, 
and cheese plates--all under one roof. What a great way to 
end your work weeks and join us.

We finished the year by welcoming Santa to our decked-
out halls. Our pint-sized Larson Guild supporters enjoyed 
miniature stockings filled with candy as they waited to tell 
Santa what they hoped he would bring them for Christmas.

SANTA CLAUS
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Membership Party

Sculpture Garden

Art After Hours Yakima Valley Vintners
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RECOGNITION

Each year at the meeting of the 
Washington Museum Association, 
Museums and Individuals are 
recognized for their contribution to 
the museum field during the previous 
year. On June 23, 2022 in Olympia, 
Washington, the Larson Gallery was 
presented with the 2022 Award of 
Excellence for the Islamic Art Society 
Exhibition.

David Lynx also presented “Universal 
Design in Museums” discussing 
universal design in the Jacob 
Lawrence exhibit.

The 2023 Washington Museum 
Association conference will be 
held in Yakima. 
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COLLECTION

Established in 1990, the Larson 
Gallery Guild permanent collection 
now consists of 711 works of 
art valued at over $370,000. 

Sixty percent of the collection is 
currently on display in the Yakima 
Valley College libraries, offices, 
conference rooms, and hallways 
on both the YVC main campus, 
Grandview campus, Toppenish 
and Sunnyside Learning Centers. 
Sharing our collection with staff, 
faculty, and students creates an 
aesthetic environment conducive 
to thought and inspiration. 

The collection increases each 
year with donations and 
through purchase awards.

WINTER’S NIGHT
Kristine Knight

ORBITS
Stan Hughes
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EXHIBITIONS

The exhibits each year at the Larson Gallery provide not 
only an insight into the artistic talents of local students and 
artists, but also into the creativity and ideas of artists from 
around the world. The spring exhibit is usually reserved for 
the Department of Visual Arts (DoVA) and fall highlights our 
Central Washington Artists’ Exhibition (CWAE).

The remaining exhibits focus on a single artist, group of 
artists, juried competitions such as the National Photography 
Exhibition and a special Larson Gallery Guild Members’ 
Exhibition.
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Dick Elliott: Vibrational DoVA  Central Washington Artists’

Jacob Lawrence:  
3 Series of Prints

LGG Members’ Art Works NW Intersections

Mandalas as a Spiritual Path
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ANNUAL GIFTS

Thank you to all our donors who gave to 
our Eighth Annual Gift for Art campaign 
a total of;

$26,905
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• Al Fischer & Charlie Robin
• Annemarie Van Luenen
• Beatrice Cook
• Bette S Taylor
• Beverly Law
• Brooke Creswell & TJ Tjarnberg
• Carol-Anne de La Chapelle
• Carolyn Nelson
• Cecilia & Eric Vogt
• Cheryl LaFlamme & Richard Nicksic
• Christian & Janet Schlect
• Christine & Martin Bardill 
• Chuck & Gloria Weedin
• Cragg & Barbara Smith Gilbert
• Curtis King
• Dave & Meg Irwin
• David Lynx
• Deane & Marilyn Page
• Deborah Ann 
• Deborah Cornue
• Delma Tayer
• Dena & Dave Elzie
• Denali Granholm & Bruce Simpson
• Dennis Dean
• Dick & Inga Wiehl
• Dolores Canedo-Fox

• Don Hinman
• Doug Lemon & Susan Erickson
• Dr. & Mrs. Ulla Whitmont
• Ed & Lynn Stover
• Elizabeth and Carter Miller
• Eric & Chandra Anderson 
• Eric & Lauren Hohman
• George & Mavis Velikanje
• Hilde Hibdon
• Ike & Carla Allred 
• Jack & Connie Bloxom
• James & Jacqueline Hertel
• James & Linda Kuntz
• Jane Grandy
• Jane Orleman
• Jan Monoian & Stan Hughes
• Jayne Turner
• Jeffrey Schaap & Gilbert Young
• Jerry Johnson
• Jim & Gail Davis
• Jim Fitch
• John Baule 
• Joshua Tripp
• Joyce Roether
• Joyce Swart
• Judith Loomis

• Julie Allen 
• Karen Ireland MD
• Karl & Mary Graf
• Kasper & Mary Hovsepian
• Kay & Royal Keith
• Ken & Millie Stenehjem
• Larry & Rebecca E Scholl
• Linda C Brown
• Linda Iasella
• Linda Pier
• Linda Ritch
• Lucy & Jeff Stevens
• Margaret Coppers
• Marilyn Blanchard 
• Marilyn Milton
• Marji Morgan
• Marj Peters
• Marlene & Bruce Gill
• Mary Hewitt
• Mike & Kristin Hiler
• Nancy & John Rossmeissl
• Nancy Abbenhaus 
• Neil & Leslie McClure
• Norma Haney
• Norm Walker & Ann Bowker 
• Patrick & Pamela Kelso

• Pat Sundquist
• Paul & Patty Schafer
• Paul & Terri Schaake
• Peggy Lewis
• Ralph L Woodall
• Renee Holwegner
• Richard Russell Family
• Robert & Leslie Wahl
• Robert Coleman & Judy Hurcomb
• Roger Severson & Linda Layfield
• Russell Maier & Sara Cate
• Saundra McPhee
• Sheri & Mike Brockway
• Sonja Dodge
• Stephen & Laura Muehleck
• Steve & Priscilla Forney
• Sue Rich
• Susan, Jerry, Carter & Christine Talbott
• Thomas & Anne Mohagen
• Timothy Braniff 
• Tom & Cherie Hanses
• Ty Paxton
• Victor Lara & Susan Hahn
• Virginia Hislop
• W D Frank
• Wendy Warren
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ENDOWMENT

In 2006, to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 
the Larson Gallery Guild, the Larson Gallery 
Endowment Fund was established to help ensure 
the financial strength of the Larson Gallery. 

Since that time, gifts to the Carol Hassen Memorial 
Larson Gallery Endowment Fund have helped 
build and grow the fund toward the original goal 
of $500,000. We express our deepest gratitude 
to donations this year. The Larson Gallery Guild 
board has set a new goal of $1,000,000.

In January of 2022 the value of the fund was 
$513,046. By December, 2022, the balance 
with deposits, dividends, and changes 
in the stock market, was $642,288.

$513,046

$642,288



THE WAREHOUSE THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS

NOV 25, 26 & DEC 1–3
TO BUY TICKETS: 

ONLINE: warehousetheatrecompany.org
BY PHONE: (509) 966-0951

IN PERSON: 1610 S. 24th Avenue
Produced by special arrangement with Broadway Licensing. (www.broadwaylicensing.com)

Music and Lyrics: Malcolm Hillgartner
BASED ON THE PLAY BY BARBARA ROBINSON

Book and Lyrics: Jahnna Beecham

ALL PERFORMANCES AT  
EAST VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL  

7:00PM 
Plus 2PM shows on NOV 26 & DEC 3

Directed by Grace Schefter
Musical Direction by Cathy Kloster

Produced By Pat Seely

EXPLORE Wednesday, November 16, 2022 • 3C
yakima herald-republic
yakimaherald.com

Looking through windows at The Seasons
DAVID LYNX

SPECIAL TO THE  
YAKIMA HERALD-REPUBLIC

The Larson Gallery has 
been working with The 
Seasons Performance Hall 
over several years to provide 
artwork for the gallery behind 
the stage, now home to the 
Gallery Bistro.

The newest exhibit that 
opened Saturday is the artwork 
of Michael Bell. Michael was 
originally from Seattle, but 
moved to Yakima in 2020. 
What is most interesting is 
that for many years he sailed 
the world’s oceans, traveling 
some 40,000 miles. He created 
artwork while sailing, which 
was primarily with pastels.

He was educated at the 
Burnley School, which later 
became the Seattle Art 
Institute. Right out of school 
he was hired by the Cole and 
Weber advertising agency. He 
then worked for another major 
West Coast advertising agency 
and later owned his own 
advertising company.

I was lucky enough to 
show at his studio during the 
recent Labor Day Artist Studio 
Tour, sponsored by Artebella 
Gallery. During that weekend 
you could see many examples 
of his work.

His latest work, which is on 
display at the Gallery Bistro, 
has rectangular shapes in a 
variety of intense colors, which 
provide the viewer a feeling of 
looking through windows. Bell 

says that with these new works, 
he expresses “a slice of life 
and hope.” Unlike his previous 
work with pastels, these are 
created in acrylic on canvas. 
Bell says he tries to “capture 
the energy of life and depict it 
in different ways.”

He has shown his work in 
galleries in Australia, New 

Zealand, Fiji, Tonga and 
Seattle. His paintings are 
in private collections in 19 
countries.

The current exhibit will be 
up through the end of the year 
at the Gallery Bistro at The 
Seasons Performance Hall, 
101 N. Naches Ave., Yakima. 
The Gallery Bistro is open 

Thursday through Sunday 
from 5 to 9 p.m. with music 
most nights from 6 to 8. It’s also 
open for post-show gatherings, 
cocktails, and desserts.

 • David Lynx is executive director of the 
Larson Gallery at Yakima Valley College. 
He writes this weekly column for Explore. 
Learn more at www.larsongallery.org.

THE ARTS SCENE

Photos courtesy of Michael Bell

Three untitled pieces by Michael Bell.

Drive-Thru Light Fest returns to State Fair Park after Thanksgiving
SARA RAE SHIELDS

YAKIMA HERALD-REPUBLIC

The third annual Holiday 
Drive-Thru Light Fest returns 
to Yakima starting the day after 
Thanksgiving.

The holiday route will be aglow 
from 5-9 p.m. Thursdays-Sundays 
at State Fair Park, 1301 S. Fair 
Ave., starting Nov. 25 until Dec. 18. 
Gates open at 4:30 p.m. There will 
be no route Nov. 26.

The Holiday Drive-Thru 
Light Fest consists of holiday-
themed displays and illuminated 
buildings and trees. Displays 
include Candyland, a gingerbread 
house, and the North Pole with a 
mailbox for letters to Santa, New 
this year are Santa’s Christmas 
Eve, the 12 days of Christmas and 
an enchanted forest.

There will be food and 
beverages available for purchase 

prior to entering the lighted 
route.

“We are thrilled that the 
community has made the Holiday 
Light Fest part of their annual 
holiday family tradition. We have 
added more lights and three new 
themed displays this year for 
the community to enjoy and to 
help everyone get in the holiday 
spirit,” Kathy Kramer, State 
Fair Park CEO, said in a media 
release.

Thursday general admission 
prices are $10 per vehicle and $20 
for limos, buses or RVs, through 
Gate 15. Fast-pass admission costs 
$20 per vehicle and $40 for limos, 
buses or RVs, through Gate 1.

Friday-Sunday general 
admission prices are $15 per 
vehicle and $30 for limos, buses 
or RVs, through Gate 15. Fast 
pass admission is $25 per vehicle 

and $50 for limos, buses or RVs, 
through Gate 1.

Fast-pass tickets must be 
purchased online in advance at 
ticketswest.com.

The general admission 
entrance is at Gate 15, on Pacific 
Avenue by the baseball stadium. 
The fast-pass entrance is at Gate 
1, on Fair  Avenue.

As part of a partnership 
with the Yakima Salvation 
Army, visitors bringing a new, 
unwrapped toy, suggested value 
of $10 or more, Dec. 8 will receive 
free admission that night.

Portions of the proceeds on 
Dec. 11 will benefit the Yakima 
Valley Pet Rescue.

Additional information can be 
found at www.statefairpark.org.

 • Reach Sara Shields at sshields@
yakimaherald.com.

Courtesy of State Fair Park

Vehicles enter a lighted route through State Fair Park’s Holiday Drive-Thru 
Light Fest in 2021.
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Toiling in obscurity can 
provide deep satisfaction

DENISE DILLENBECK
SPECIAL TO THE YAKIMA HERALD-REPUBLIC

What is the value of toiling in obscurity?
I’m reflecting on two performance 

experiences in the past week. First was a 
solo with an orchestra on the East Coast. For 
three months, I worked with determined 
focus to get the music ready. Virtuosic 
elements required me to develop new 
problem-solving skills, so my body could 
move with dexterity. But I also needed to 
confront a deeper layer of work.

We carry beliefs about our traits, gifts and 
limitations, adopted unconsciously through 
experience. Imagination is key in this self-
creation; we can only do what we conceive 
as possible. In my exploration of virtuosity, 
I came up against the belief that I didn’t 
have potential for certain kinds of musical 
technical prowess. So I started practicing 
changing that belief system.

The culmination of this practice process 
was a performance where I felt secure, 
relaxed and happy. I felt strong but also at 
ease. A deep sense of satisfaction and joy 
blossomed as I played the music.

That performance happened far from 
home. When I returned to my life and 
community the next week, it felt like it might 
not have happened, with no one but myself to 
share the memory. So I plunged into practic-
ing for the next Yakima Symphony concert.

There is one page of Bartok’s Concerto for 
Orchestra that is a swirl of cascading notes 
for the string section. We all pour hours 
into working it out in the practice room. 
But once onstage with the full orchestra, 
that swirl is mostly an effect, and all those individual notes don’t penetrate the music; 

If You Go
“In the Wings” with the Yakima Symphony 

Orchestra: The Yakima Symphony Orchestra 
joins forces with the Yakima Symphony Chorus 
for an annual Yakima family tradition, Holiday 
Pops Spectacular, on Sunday, December 4 
at 4:00pm at the Capitol Theatre. Tickets and 
information via www.ysomusic.org. 

Yakima Symphony Orchestra prorated 
2022-23 season subscriptions

Adult packages $36-$434 (3 to 7 concerts)
Student packages $18-$42 (3 to 7 concerts)
Season brochure available through the 

Yakima Symphony Office via info@ysomusic.
org or by phone (509) 248-1414 and online via 
www.ysomusic.org

The Capitol Theatre charges a $1 Patron 
User Fee per concert for each subscription 
ticket issued, included in the listed prices.

Yakima Symphony Orchestra 2022-23 
single-concert tickets

Adult admission $12-$72
Senior/military admission $11-$65
Students/children $5
Available through the Capitol Theatre Box 

Office; open 11am-4pm Monday through Friday, 
19 S. Third St. in Yakima or by phone 509-853-
2787; concert information and online purchase 
via links at www.ysomusic.org

The Capitol Theatre charges a $2 patron 
user fee per concert for each single ticket 
issued, not included in the listed prices.
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ANAHEIM, Calif. — 
Disneyland on Friday 
added two new characters 
in wheelchairs to its 
iconic “It’s a Small World” 
attraction, saying it 
wanted a “more accurate 
representation of diversity 
around the world.”

The animatronic 
dolls are among some 
300 costumed dolls 
representing singing 
children from many 
nations featured in the 
attraction. One is in the 
Latin American section of 
the boat ride and the other 

Disneyland adds dolls in wheelchairs to ‘It’s a Small World’ 
appears in the finale.

The dolls were 
unveiled on the first day 
of Disneyland’s Christmas 

season. Each year, the park 
adds special holiday decor 
and Christmas carols to the 
ride.

Great Fꝏd
 Great Friends
 Great Mem�ies
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ANAHEIM, Calif. — 
Disneyland on Friday 
added two new characters 
in wheelchairs to its 
iconic “It’s a Small World” 
attraction, saying it 
wanted a “more accurate 
representation of diversity 
around the world.”

The animatronic 
dolls are among some 
300 costumed dolls 
representing singing 
children from many 
nations featured in the 
attraction. One is in the 
Latin American section of 
the boat ride and the other 

Disneyland adds dolls in wheelchairs to ‘It’s a Small World’ 
appears in the finale.

The dolls were 
unveiled on the first day 
of Disneyland’s Christmas 

season. Each year, the park 
adds special holiday decor 
and Christmas carols to the 
ride.

Great Fꝏd
 Great Friends
 Great Mem�ies

221 W Yakima Ave | Yakima

509.571.1472
yakimasteakco.com

EXTENDED HAPPY HOUR ON SUNDAY, MONDAY 
 AND THURSDAY FOR FOOTBALL

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY 

PARTY NOW!

18Amazing

COMMUNITY

Involvement in the community is key 
to our vision of Cultivating a Love of 
Art. We are in continual dialogue with 
other arts and cultural agencies in 
the Yakima Valley and with Yakima 
Valley College. This allows us to 
provide a variety of opportunities 
for people to experience visual, 
musical, and performing arts.

Our partnerships with other 
organizations, businesses, and 
individuals build a strong and 
vibrant arts community. These 
experiences enhance the quality 
of life in the Yakima Valley.

Artists’ Studio Tour

Yakima Arts CommissionYakima Pride Festival

Yakima Valley Middle 
Schools

Yakima Valley Museum

Yakima Herald-Republic



www.larsongallery.org

1606 W Nob Hill Blvd, Yakima, Washington

509-574-4875


